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Bold action required to achieve a sustainable future: 
First State Super 

 

First State Super is one of 30 global businesses to have joined a United Nations-backed Alliance, who 
will work together over the next two years to support the delivery of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 

Speaking from New York at the launch of the Global Investors for Sustainable Development (GISD) 
Alliance, First State Super CEO Deanne Stewart said achieving the Agenda for Sustainable Development 
would require a bold and committed response from the public and private sector. 

The 2030 Agenda, adopted by all UN Member States including Australia, is made up of 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) which set out a future underpinned by sustainable and inclusive economic 
growth.  

First State Super is the only Australian organisation on the GISD Alliance, and Ms Stewart said it was 
critical organisations like hers were planning for a sustainable future. 

‘As a long-term retirement provider, First State Super has a duty to manage the risks and opportunities 
associated with our investments and our members’ retirement savings in the long term,’ Ms Stewart 
said. ‘We have to protect and enhance the retirement savings of members who are at the end of their 
career, and also those who are just entering the workforce and may live beyond the turn of the 
century. In both cases, our members want their savings to support a long and happy retirement. 

‘Considering and supporting long-term sustainability and value creation is critical to our ability to 
deliver on our purpose and support our members, no matter where they are on their life journey. 

‘We know that future economic growth and prosperity will be delivered by those organisations who use 
their resources sustainably; treat their employees, customers and suppliers fairly and ethically; and 
have strong governance and culture; consistent with the SDGs. 

‘Taking bold and decisive action now to deliver on the SDGs is critical to achieving long-term 
sustainable economic growth.’ 

The GISD Alliance has a two-year mandate to work together to consider ways to free up private capital 
to support the delivery of the SDGs. 

Ms Stewart said First State Super had identified a number of focus areas aligned with the SDGs and 
made capital commitments in support of these. Its involvement in the GISD Alliance was a further 
opportunity to collaborate with other organisations globally to achieve real change. 

‘The private sector has a pivotal role to play in achieving a sustainable future, in addition to 
considerable financing expected to come from public sources,’ Ms Stewart said. ‘The short two-year 
mandate for the GISD Alliance requires us to focus on clear targets and actions which will influence 
real change and deliver a genuinely sustainable future. 

‘This is consistent with our purpose of delivering the best possible retirement outcomes for our 
members and being a force for good in the communities where they live, work and retire. 

‘We have made a great start, and I look forward to seeing where our efforts take us over the next two 
years.’ 
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Media enquiries:  

Lucy Willatt or Rebecca Searl, Honner on 02 8248 3755 or firststatesuper@honner.com.au  

 

Note to Editors: 

First State Super is one of Australia’s largest industry funds providing superannuation, advice and 
retirement solutions to those who teach, nurse, care, respond and help others in our communities.    

We aim to deliver strong long-term returns and keep our fees low, so members can retire with more. 
We have a diverse range of investment options and we provide members with access to advice about 
their super and the investment options available to them.  

The way we invest benefits members as well as the communities in which they live work and 
retire. With $100bn in assets we often invest directly in assets that create jobs and benefit 
communities.  

We believe in the value of advice and the difference it can make to our members retirement outcomes 
and are proud to offer members access to our over 220 qualified financial planners across a broad 
regional network. We also host over 300 free seminars across Australia each year – some in the 
workplace and others in community-based locations.   

We have achieved the highest platinum performance rating from SuperRatings for the 
past decade. ChantWest, another independent rating agency has awarded us their highest 5-star 
rating.  

We’re dedicated to helping our members to ‘Feel future ready’.   
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